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Medical  Officer  of  Health 
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Puhlic  Health  Inspector 
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DOLGELLAU  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Annual  Report  of  the  District  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  for  the  year  1963 


To:-  The  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Dolgellau  Rural  District  Council. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  the  Health  Report  f#r  the  year  ending 
31st  December,  1963. 

The  population  figiire  given  by  the  Registrar  General  is  7»7^0  which 
is  20  more  than  in  1962  and  140  more  than  1961. 

There  were  95  live  births  compared  with  96  in  1962  and  in  1961.  The 
number  of  deaths  were  99  cempared  with  10?  in  1962  and  101  in  1961.  When 
the  comparability  factor  is  adopted  there  is  a birth  rate  *f  l6.56/l,000 
population  compared  with  18.4/1,000  in  1962.  Similarly  the  corrected 
death  rate  is  14,28/1,000  population  which  is  practically  identical  with 
that  in  1962. 

There  was  no  death  of  an  infant  under  one  year  of  age  and  no  maternal 
death . 


There  were  four  new  cases  of  tuberculosis.  This  compares  with  6 in 
1962  this  being  an  unusually  high  number.  The  indications  are  that  this 
disease  is  now  being  brought  under  control. 

The  main  causes  «f  death  were  heart  disease,  strokes  and  cancer.  This 
is  the  same  as  in  previous  years.  These  are  diseases  of  the  older  age 
greup,  and  the  commonest  causes  of  death  in  the  country  as  a whele. 

Only  a small  number  of  infectious  -diseases  were  notified.  There  were 
no  recorded  case  of  foed  poisoning. 

I should  like  t«  thank  Mr.  Ronald  Pugh  Jones,  Mr.  R.  A.  Roberts  and 
the  Clerk,  Mr.  B.  Williams-Jones  for  the  assistance  they  have  given  me 
during  the  year,  and  all  the  C.ouncils  Officers  for  their  help. 

Finally  I wish  to  thank  the  Council  for  their  ocurtesy  and  support. 

I am, 


Your  obedient  servant, 

HUGH  FRANCIS. 

District  Medical  Offi-cer  of  Health. 


SECTION  A. 


GENERAL  STATISTICS 

Area  of  Dolgellau  Rural  District 
Rateable  Value 

Population  (Registrar  General's  figures) 
Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate 
Number  of  inhabited  houses  (According  to 


158,942  Acres 
£148,014 

7,740 
£655.  9. 


the  Rate  Books)  at  end  of 

year 

- 2, 

899 

VITAL  STATISTICS 

Comparability  Factors  - 

Births  , . 

1.35 

Deaths 

. 0.89 

BIRTHS 

LIVE  BIRTHS 

Males 

Females 

Total  ..  95 

..  ”42“ 

53 

Legitimate  87  •• 

..  37 

50 

Illegitimate  .8  

5 

3 

Live  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population 

- 12 

,27 

1962  figures 

- 12 

.43 

Illegitimate  Live  Births  (per  1,000  population)  - 1.03 

STILL  BIRTHS 

Males 

Females 

Total  

1 

Still  Birth  Kate  per  1,000  population 

0.13 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  Total  Live 

and 

Still  Births 

- 

10.42 

TOTAL  BIRTHS  (Live  & Still)  96 

Males 

Females 

Live  - 95 

42 

53 

Still  - 1 

1 

DEATHS 

DEATHS  OF  INI’ANTS  UNDER  ONE  TEAR 

Males 

Females 

Total  

. . Nil 

Nil 

Legitimate  

M 

II 

Illegitimate  

H 

n 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  live  Births 

- Nil 

1962  figures 

- 10.41 

Deaths  of  Legitimate  Infants 

Mortality  (per  1,000  Legitimate  Live  Births)  - Nil 

Deaths  of  Illegitimate  Infants 

Mortality  (per  1,000  Illegitimate  Live  Births)  - Nil 

DEATHS  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  4 WEEKS 

Males 

Females 

Total  .. 

Nil 

Legitimate  , 

II 

II 

Illegitimate  

II 

II 

2 


DEATHS  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  1 WEEK  OF  AGE 

Males 

Females 

Total  

Legitimate  

Illegitimate  

Neo-Natal  Mortality  Rate  - Nil 

Early  Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  - Nil 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  - 10.4 

MATERNAL  DEATHS  (including  abortion)-  Nil 

Maternal  Mortality  (Rate  per  1,000  Live 

Nil 

Nil 

Still  Births) 

1962  figures 

Nil 

DEATHS 

Males 

Females 

Total  Number  ..  ?? 

Rate  per  1,000  population  - 
1962  figures 

• • • • 

12.79 

13.86 

58 

41 

DEATHS  PROM  CANCER 

Total  Number  .. 

Rate  per  1,000  population  - 
1962  figures 

• • • • 

1.55 

2.20 

10 

2 

DEATHS  FROM  TUBERCULOSIS 

Total  Number  • . 

Rate  per  1,000  pepulation  - 
1962  figiares 

Nil 

2 

Nil 

Nil 

GEKSRAL  PROVISIONS  OF  HEALlTi  SERVICES  IN  THE  AREA 


(l)  Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Authority; 
One  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

One  Public  Health  Inspector. 


(2) 


(3) 

(4) 


(5) 

(6) 


Laboratory  Facilities:  Water  analysis  (Chemical)  carried  out  by  the  Public 

Analysist,  London.  Water  analysis  (Bacteriological)  at  the  Public  Health 

Lab.,  Aberystwyth.  Milk  tests  for  cleanliness,  keeping  quality  tuber- 

culosis and  brucellosis  also  at  the  Public  Health  Lab.,  at  Aberystwyth  was 
reopened  and  is  now  used  for  Bacteriological  testing  of  water  samples. 


Ambulance  Facilities; 


Four  ambulances  stationed  at  Dolgellau. 


Infant  Welfare  Clinics; 
Held  at  Dyffryn  Ardudwy 
Dolgellau 

Abergynolwyn 
C orris 


- once  a week. 

- Wesleyan  Chapel  Vestry  1st  and  3rd  Mondays  of 
every  month. 

- at  the  Aelwyd  rooms  once  a month. 

- at  the  Institute  once  a month. 


Ante  Natal  Clinics; 

At  Dolgellau  Hospital  - two  clinics  in  each  calendar  month. 


Orthopaedic  Clinic: 

At  the  Dolgellau  Hospital  on  the  2nd  Thursday  of  each  month. 
After  care  clinic  on  the  4th  Thursday  of  each  month. 
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TUBERCULOSIS  CLINIC: 


(7) 


At  Dolgellau  Hospital  twice  every  calendar  m«nth. 

( 8 ) DIPHTHERIA  IMUHIZATIOH; 

Arranged  By  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health.  Immunization  of 
babies  and  young  children  is  carried  out  by  the  School  Ifedical  Officer 
at  the  Primary  Schools,  Carried  out  at  the  Infant  Welfare  Clinics  by  a 
Medical  Officer  and  also  by  the  General  practitioners  at  their  surgeries. 

(9)  HOSPITALS; 

One  at  Dolgellau, 

(10)  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES; 

Total  number  of  Infectious  Diseases  (other  than  Tuberculosis) 
notified  during  the  year  = 19 . 

Scarlet  Fever  - 3.  Whooping  Cough  - Nil. 

Bacillary  Dysentry  - Nil.  Measles  - 15* 

Pneumonia  - Nil.  Infantile  Paralysis  - 1. 


NEW  CASES 


TUBERCULOSIS 


Pulmonary 


Total  3 


Males  2,  Females  1 


Non-Pulmonary  - Total  1, 


Males  1.  Females  Nil 


TUBERCULOSIS  DEATHS 


Pulmonary 


Nil 


Non-Pulmonary  - Nil 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


M CASES  MD  MORTALITY  DURING  1963 
IN  AGE  GROUPS 


NEV/  CASES  DEATHS 


Age  Periods 

Resp: 

Lratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

t 

Under  1 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

* M. 

■ 

1 

F. 

1 year 

' 

1 

2-4 

< 

5 - 9 

i 

i 

10  - 14 

1 

! i 

15  “ 19 

j 

CM 

1 

o 

CM  , 

25  - 34 

35  - 44 

45  - 54 

1 

1 

. 

55  - 64 

1 

1 

65  - 74 

75  and  over 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  1963 


Males  Females 


Tuberculosis  Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis,  other 
Syphilitic  disease 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 
Cancer  Stomach 
" Bronchus 
" Breast 
" Other  sites 
Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 
Diabetes 

Vascular  lesions  *f  nerv®us  system 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

Other  heart  diseases 

Other  circulatory  disease 

Influenza 

Pneumonia 

Bronchitis 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

Hyperplasia  of  pr®state 

Congenital  malformations 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

All  other  accidents 

Suicide 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 


2 

8 

1 

1 

8 

12 

1 

7 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

1 

Nil 

5 

1 

1 

3 


2 


13 

3 

11 

1 

1 

3 

1 

Nil 


2 

2 

2 


FOOD  HYGIENE 

Supervision  and  advise  was  given  to  food  handlers  generally  during  the  year. 


No. of  prosecutions.  Nil. 
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DOLGELLAU  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Health  Department, 

Victoria  Buildings, 
Dolgellau. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Dolgellau  Rural  District  Cauncil. 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour,  in  conjunction  with  Dr.  Hugh  Francis,  your  Medioal  Officer 
I of  Health,  to  submit  the  section  of  the  Annaul  Health  Report  dealing  with  the 
; environmental  health  of  the  district  for  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1963 • 

It  is  hoped  that  perusal  of  the  report  will  assist  you  in  assessing  the  sanitary 
state  of  the  district.  It  is  respectfully  suggested  that  yoinr  deliberations  during 
the  year  have  resulted  in  a major  step  forward  in  the  provision  of  new  council  houses 
to  meet  the  housing  need  of  the  district,  a greatly  improved  refuse  colleotion  and 
disposal  system,  progress  in  the  acquisition  and  improvement  of  houses,  raising  in 
the  standards  of  caravan  sites  and  furtherance  of  the  policy  to  provide  sanitary 
? conveniences  in  the  main  villages  in  the  district. 

Progress  in  the  provision  af  proper  water  borne  sanitation  to  the  village 
communities  has  not  been  rapid  during  the  year  under  review  due  to  many  difficulties 
beyond  your  ccn'crcl.  You  will  no  doubt  agree  that  this  very  important  public  health 
amenity  is  essential  if  housing  improvements  are  to  be  accelerated  and  rural 
depopulation  arrested. 

The  full  time  employment  cf  Mr.  Llyr  Jones  as  a Technical/Administrative 
Assistant  in  my  Department  has  proved  to  be  of  considerable  advantage  particularly 
as  far  as  housing  management  is  concerned.  With  the  introduction  of  the  Shops  and 
Offices  Act  1964  and  the  Housing  Act  1964,  the  work  of  the  Public  Health  Department 
is  going  to  be  considerably  increased  in  the  futiire  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  these 
Acts  will  see  a desireable  effect  in  the  betterment  of  houses  and  working  establish- 
ment s . 

Reference  is  made  in  ohe  report  to  the  problem  arising  from  tented  camping  which 
is  becoming  increasingly  popular  in  the  Snowdonia  National  Park,  Indeed  the  real 
purpose  of  road  lay-byes  is  admirable  but  unfortvjiately  the  creation  of  these  resting 
and  picnic  places,  especially  due  to  excellent  new  roadworks,  is  bringing  a real 
liublic  health  problem  in  its  wake  by  the  use  of  such  sites  for  overnight  camping 
and  caravaning. 

May  I in  conclusion  express  my  sincere  thanks  to  the  Council  for  their  interest, 
encouragement  and  support  in  furthering  the  public  health  needs  cf  the  district,  I 
am  also  indebted  to  Dr.  Hugh  Francis,  your  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  his  loyal 
support,  to  Mr.  B,  Williams-Jones,  the  Clerk  of  the  Council,  Mr,  R.  A.  Roberts, 
the  Surveyor  and  Mr.  M.  T.  Pritchard,  Consulting  Architect  for  their  very  close  and 
harmonious  co-operation.  My  thanks  are  als®  due  to  the  Council’s  indoor  and  outdoor 
staff  for  their  ready  assistance  at  all  times. 

I remain,  Mr,  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 


November,  1964 


R.  PUGH  JONES. 

Public  Health  Inspector. 


I 


I, 


-I'  ,,’  . " • 

. •■■■-,#/ 4^'. 

■;',;:'Uv.''-;-r'; 

■ ■'->■  ■.>^/Vh  .V  ■ 

' c*:*'  i*"’’;  ' 


■'" ' V- 1 


Sanitary  Inspections  the  Area 


Refuse  Tips 

63 

Disinfestation 

5 

Refuse  Collection 

74 

Watercourses 

13 

Drainage 

25 

New  Housing  Sites 

33 

Public  Health  Act  - re.  Housing 

Housing  Acts 

142 

defects 

48 

Housing  Acts  - re.  Overcrowding 

Factories  Act 

4 

& Housing  Conditions. 

43 

Public  Conveniences 

47 

Improvement  Griynts 

121 

Caravan  Sites 

27 

Pood  and  Drugs  Act 

8 

Camping  Sites 

23 

Food  Hygiene  Regulations 

27 

Nuisances 

31 

Cemetries 

3 

Dangerous  Structures 

38 

Interview  with  Owners  and 

71 

Places  of  Public  Entertainment 

2 

Builders  etc. 

Common  Land  - re.  nuisances 

7 

Management  - Council  Houses 

223 

Infectious  Diseases 

2 

Miscellaneous 

41 

Private  Water  Supplies 

18 

Private  Enterprise  Development  Proposals  Approved 


Water  Closets 

19 

Toilets  for  camping  sites 

9 

Bathrooms 

19 

New  Shops  and  cafes 

7 

Hot  Water  Systems 

10 

Caravan  Sites 

2 

Sinks  & Lav.  Basins 

18 

Petrol  Tanks 

2 

Septic  Tanks 

10 

Garages 

23 

Drainage  Systems 

U 

New  Schools 

2 

Additions 

13 

Summer  Houses 

2 

Conversions 

10 

Chalets 

13 

Agricultural  Buildings 

2 

Reconstruction 

1 

Electricity  Schemes 

2C 

Gas  Grid  Scheme 

1 

Improvements 

17 

Telephone  Exchange 

1 

Factories  Act  1937  - I960 


No.  of  Premises  on  Register  5 

No.  inspected  re.  cleanliness  2 

No.  inspected  re.  Sanitary  Conditions  2 
Defects  found 
Defects  remedied 

I^ce  Cream  Premises 

Manufactxiring  Premises  Nil 

Number  of  retailers  28 
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HOUSING 


Slum  Clearance 


The  Council  adhered  to  their  policy  of  dealing  with  sub-standard  dwellings 
individually  aiid  serving  demolition  orders  or  clcsing  orders  on  unfit  houses.  As 
the  district  is  situated  in  a National  Park,  the  demand  for  holiday  houses  is 
steadily  on  the  increase  with  the  result  that  in  most  cases  cf  unfit  houses 
becoming  vacant,  no  difficulty  is  experienced  in  attaining  a very  satisfactory 
standard  of  fitness  before  the  dwellings  are  reoccupied.  Whilst  such  progress 
is  raising  the  general  standard  cf  housing  in  the  district,  the  limited  use  of 
such  accommodation  for  weekends  and  holiday  periods  must,  in  some  respects,  be 
viewed  with  concern. 

The  Council  continued  to  show  readiness  to  purchase  sub-standard  houses  for 
rehabilitation  and  improvement  but  too  often  this  policy  is  defeated  by  their 
inability  to  pay  the  soaring  prices  demanded. 

The  clearance  of  unfit  houses  in  a rural  area  present  many  difficulties 
and  human  problems  but  it  is  of  paramount  importance  that  our  objeot  must  be  to 
rid  the  district  of  damp,  badly  lit,  structurally  poor  and  amenity  lacking 
houses  with  every  possible  speed. 

Action  under  Section  16  of  the  Housing  Act  1957  was  initiated  on  two 
occasions  during  the  year  and  works  were  commenced  and/or  completed  on  2 
houses  which  were  the  subject  of  Closing  Orders  with  the  intention  of  rendering 
them  into  suitable  and  fit  units  of  living  accommodation. 

Housing  Improvement  Grants 


Applications  for  Standard  Grants  8 
Applications  for  Discretionary  Grants  5 
Standard  Grant  Schemes  completed  8 
Discretionary  Grant  Schemes  completed  8 


Total  number  of  Discretionary  Grants  Improvement  Schemes 
completed  from  195^  - 1963  = 65. 

Total  sum  of  grants  actually  paid  - £18,193.  I6.  kd. 

Total  number  of  Standard  Grants  Improvement  Schemes 
completed  from  to  1963  = 24, 

Total  sum  of  grants  actually  paid  = £2,815.  9«  8. 

Applications  for  Standard  and  Discretionary  Improvements  Grants  again  fell 
short  of  the  figure  the  Council  regard  as  satisfactory.  In  an  effort  to  publicise 
the  improvement  grants  obtainable,  villages  about  to  be  se^'ered  were  circulated  in 
the  hope  that  property  owners  would  consider  carrying  out  schemes  cf  improvements 
immediately  the  public  sewers  have  been  constructed.  It  was  again  considered  that, 
having  regard  to  the  high  costs  cf  building  work,  high  c art aget  costs,  lack  of 
competetive  tendering  and  inherent  building  construction  difficulties  due  to  old 
design  and  construction,  the  maximum  grants  payable  were  inadequate  to  really 

9. 


encourage  house  improvements  in  a rural  area.  The  cost  of  re-roofing  a dwelling 
should  also  rank  for  grant  aid  as  in  many  instances  owners  are  discoaraged  from 
proceeding  with  schemes  simply  because  the  £400.  maximum  grant  would  be  expended 
on  roofing  the  property,  the  cost  of  which  does  not  qualify  for  grant  aid. 
S\irely,  the  main  essential  of  any  dwelling  shsuld  be  a sound  and  weatherproof 
roof. 


The  Council  again  gave  a lead  on  acquiring  and  improving  of  houses. Nos.  7 
and  8 Llanegryn  Street,  Abergynolwyn  were  improved  and  let  during  the  year  whilst 
work  commenced  on  No.  11,  Llanegryn  Street,  Abergynolv’yn. 

Pantycra,  Penmaenpool  was  improved  and  the  scheme  for  Nos.  1 and  2,  Salem 
Cottages,  Corris  was  completed.  Works  to  provide  3 flats  at  Graiandy,  Pennal 
were  commenced  and  the  Council  were  negotiating  for  the  purchase  of  additional 
properties  in  Corris. 

Number  of  properties  acquired  by  the  Council  up  to  December  1963  « 45. 

Number  of  properties  improved  1? 

Number  «f  proper'^ ies  with  schemes  in  progress  5 
Number  of  properties  to  be  improved.  23 

Negotiations  for  purchase  4 

Council  House  Building 

The  year  under  review  pro’^ed  to  be  very  encouraging  insofar  as  new  council 
h«use  building  was  concerned.  Follewing  exhaustive  enquiries  and  negotiations 
by  the  Council,  it  became  possible  t*  obtain  a contractor  who  was  prepared  to 
undertake  a major  house  building  programme  and  the  Council  were  able  to  proceed 
with  the  erection  of  good  traditional  houses.  The  -programme  on  hand  shoiiLd,  to 
a large  degree  resolve  the  housing  needs  of  the  district  but  it  roust  be  emphasised 
that  the  provision  of  stiitable  housing  units  for  the  elderly  together  with  adequate 
warden  and  communa]  services  should  be  given  priority  by  the  Council  in  the  near 
future . 


Houses 

Llarielltyd 

Council 

Completed  d-urine:  the  Year 
2 . Llwyng-wril  = 

House  Bull  diner  Schemes  under 

2. 

Construction 

3 Bedroom  Houses 

Old  Age  Bungalows 

Dinas  Mawddwy 

6 

4 

Aberargell 

8 

- 

Llanegryn 

4 

4 

Rhydymain 

6 

- 

Dyffryn  Ardudwy 

6 

- 
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Schemes  to  be  implemented  in  the  near  future 


Aberllefenni 
Upper  Corris 
Lower  Corris 
Pennal 


16 

10 

10 

6 

k 


Llanegryn 
Bontddu 
Llwyngwril 
Pantperthog 
Llanf achreth 


12 

4 

4 

10 

12 


Brithdir 
Aherange 11 


Private  Building  Development 

Private  house  building  continued  to  increase  in  the  district,  particularly 
along  the  coastal  belt.  A large  scheme  was  commenced  in  Dyffryn  Ardudwy  dijring 
the  year  and  the  steady  progress  in  Fairbourne  was  maintained.  The  provision  of 
adequate  sewerage  facilities  in  Dyffryn,  Talybont  and  Fairbourne  will  undoubtedly 
accelerate  the  rate  of  private  building  in  these  areas. 

Seven  private  dwellings  were  completed  during  the  year  whilst  planning 
permissions  were  granoed  for  31  houses. 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal 

The  Council  reviewed  the  existing  methods  of  refuse  collection  and  disposal 
during  the  year  and  decided  on  the  following  policy: - 

1,  The  reduction  of  refuse  tips  from  eight  to  two  to  be  at  Farchynys,  Bontddu 
and  Rhoslefain,  This  was  adopted  to  facilitate  the  proper  controlled  tipping 
of  refuse  and  came  into  operation  on  the  1st  January,  1964. 

2,  To  extend  the  weekly  collection  of  refuse  to  cover  more  properties  in  the 


3.  The  purchase  of  a 35  cubic  yard  compressor  type  refuse  collection  vehicle  in 
order  to  effectively  carry  out  the  above.  The  vehicle  was  brought  into  use  on 
1st  Jam’ ary,  1964. 

4.  The  collection  of  refuse  from  isolated  dwellings  in  the  district  on  a three 
weekly  rota,  thus  extending  to  virtually  every  house  and  farmihouse  in  the 
district  a regular  refuse  collection  service.  A Land  Rover  with  a refuse 
collection  side  loading  body  was  brought  into  use  in  September,  1963  and 
house  holders  are  offered  paper  sacks  for  the  storage  of  refuse.  This 
service  has  proved  very  popular  and  will  undoubtedly  lessen  the  nuisances 
arising  from,  depositing  of  rubbish  and  litter  in  various  parts  of  the 
district. 

5«  The  Land  Rover  is  also  used  for  a separate  collection  of  night-soil  twice 
weekly  in  the  Corris  - Aberllefenni  area. 


area. 
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6.  To  introduce  a *rear  do«r'  collection  of  refuse  for  the  elderly  and  infirm, 
to  come  into  operation  during  1964, 

7»  To  undertake  a once  weekly  co] lection  of  refuse  from  all  caravan  sites  in 
the  district. 

8«  To  purchase  mechanical  plant  for  use  on  the  two  refuse  tips. 

During  1963  > it  was  estimated  that  approximately  seventy  five  per  cent  of 
the  dwellings  in  the  district  received  a once  weekly  collection  of  refuse  and  in 
such  a sparsely  populated  area  of  s#me  25 0 square  miles,  the  Council  are  t«  be 
commended  for  this  achievement.  With  the  introduction  of  the  'Land  Rover'  collection 
system  during  the  .latter  part  of  the  year,  practically  every  dwelling  was  receiving 
a regular  refuse  collection  service. 

The  Farchynys  refuse  tip  was  extended  by  approximately  two  acres  and  is 
estimated  to  have  a useful  life  for  about  ten  years,  Rhoslefain  tip  should  serve 
the  requirements  of  the  Council  for  about  seven  years  at  the  present  rate  of  tipping. 

The  public  cleansing  staff  consists  of  (a)  Foreman  - who  is  engaged  on  refuse 
disposal,  vehicle  maintenance  and  relief  driving.  (b)  1 driver. 

(c)  1 driver  loader,  (d)  2 loaders. 

It  is  still  necessary  to  undertake  the  removal  of  night  soil  in  Pennal, 

Mallwyd  and  Aberangell  once  weekly  and  Corris/Aberllefenni  areas  twice  weekly. 

The  need  for  the  abolition  of  ■'■•his  essential  but  repulsive  service  is  becoming 
long  overdue. 


Caravan  Sites  and  Control  of  Development  Act  I960. 

Number  of  Licensed  Fites  in  the  District  = 42, 

Site  licence  requirements  have  been  rigidly  enfoieed  by  the  Council  and  on  the 
wh#le  the  results  have  shown  a marked  increase  in  the  standards  of  hygiene  and 
amenity  in  the  caravan  sites. 

No  legal  proceedings  were  instituted  during  the  year. 

There  is  undoubtedly  a gsowing  demand  for  si‘‘^es  to  pro"vdde  for  touring  caravan- 
ners and  the  evidence  is  ob^vlous  to  all  conoemed.  The  use  of  road  lay-byes  and 
unauthorised  sites  is  getting  out  *f  hand  with  the  alarming  risks  to  public  health. 

?-QAiQd  Camping  Sites;  The  year  under  review  again  witnessed  the  tremendous 
increase  in  tented  campj.ng  in  the  area  and  gave  rise  to  concern  due  to  the  "vi-rtually 
complete  absence  of  proper  sites  with  adequate  sanitary  conveniences  and  water  supply. 
Whilst  it  is  not  my  intention  to  advocate  the  prohibition  of  camping  holidays  in  the 
area,  I am  firmly  convinced  that  if  land  owners  are  prepared  to  invite  and  charge 
people  for  the  use  of  land  for  camping,  then  they  must  be  prepared,  and  if  necessary, 
compelled  to  provide  decent  facilities  for  the  use  of  campers.  The  present  state 
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of  affairs  during  the  peak  holiday  period  is  alarning  and  the  grave  risks  to  public 
health  attached  to  this  hazard  has  now  got  to  the  stage  when  the  matters  cann*t  be 
overlooked. 

The  present  provisions  of  the  Public  Health  Act  1936  are  very  difficult  and 
almost  impracticable  t»  administer  in  such  a large  rural  area  and  the  time  is  now 
overdue  when  the  legislators  should  provide  local  authorities  with  practical  and 
effective  powers  to  deal  with  tented  camping  sites  on  a similar  basis  to  caravan 
sites . 

Litter 

Constant  emphasis  is  placed  on  the  litter  problem  and  t?ie  provision  of  adequate 
and  suitable  litter  receptacles  is  kept  under  regular  review.  Special  litter 
collections  are  undertaken  three  times  ’weekly  along  the  popular  coastal  resorts 
during  the  holiday  season.  With  the  close  co-operation  of  the  Merioneth  County 
Council,  it  is  considered  that  the  joint  efforts  of  both  authorities  proved  adequate 
during  the  year. 

Public  Conveniences 


The  Council  continued  its  policy  to  provide  public  conveniences  in  villages 
and  during  the  year  public  toilet  facilities  were  provided  in  Bontddu. 

The  f»llewing  villages  are  now  provided  with  public  conveniences 

Abergynolwyn  Dinas  Mawddwy  Fairbourne  Bontddu. 

Llwyngwril  Llanfachreth  Dyffryn  Ardudwy  Ganllwyd 

Corris 

A scheme  was  in  hand  for  public  toilets  in  Llanegryn  and  Upper  Sorris  and 
the  provision  of  additional  conveniences  was  being  considered  for  Fairbourne. 

The  need  for  facilities  in  the  villages  of  Talybont , Arthog  and  Llanelltyd 
is  becoming  more  essential  annually  whilst  several  popular  tourist  sites  in  the 
district  deserve  the  joint  consideration  of  both  the  Park  Planning  Authority  and 
the  Council  in  an  effort  to  solve  serious  public  health  hazards. 

The  management  and  cleaning  of  the  public  conveniences  is  undertaken  by  part 
time  staff  and  in  my  opinion  the  standard  attained  is  very  satisfactory. 


Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955 
Fo»d,  'Hygiene  '(General)  Regulations  I960. 

Food  premises  are  visited  periodically  and  on  the  whole  most  food  establishments 
inspected  attained  a reasonable  standard  of  hygiene  and  cleanliness.  The  attention 
of  food  handlers  is  drawn  to  the  necessity  of  compliance  with  the  ^ood  Hygiene 
Regulations  I960  aiid  it  is  considered  that  routine  visits  together  with  persuasive 
action  does  encourage  occupiers  of  food  premises  to  improve  their  premises  and 
methods  of  food  handling. 
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MclDile  food  shops  serve  a very  useful  purpose  in  such  a sparesly  populated 
and  scattered  rural  district.  Some  traders  endeavour  to  attain  a satisfactory 
standard  of  food  handling  whilst  the  others  do  not  seem  to  appreciate  the  importance 
of  clean  food  practice.  lA/here  contraventions  have  been  noted;  the  persons  concerned 
have  been  warned  as  to  the  standards  expected  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  legal 
action  will  not  be  necessary  to  emphasise  the  need  for  observance  of  the  Regulations. 

Meat  and  Food  Inspection 

There  are  no  public  or  private  slaughterhouses  in  the  district  and  it  is 
considered  that  the  area  is  adequately  served  by  the  private  slaughterhouses  in 
Dolgellau,  Towyn  and  Machynlleth. 

The  following  foodstuffs  were  condemned  as  being  unfit  for  human  consumption 
during  the  year  s- 


Meat 

4 Ihs. 

SjTTUp 

12  lbs. 

T.  Meat 

112  lbs. 

7-fozs. 

Dried  Fruit 

17  lbs. 

4©zs» 

T.  Fish 

14  lbs. 

Oxo 

60ZS. 

T.  Fruit 

34  lbs, 

l4ozs . 

Butter 

18  lbs. 

T,  Beans  & Peas 

15  Ibp. 

2ozs. 

Pastes 

4ozs. 

T . Soups 

4?  lbs. 

l4ozs. 

Chutney  & Sauces 

15  Jars 

T.  Roots  & Greens 

14  lbs. 

ll'^OZ  s . 

Cereals 

k Pkt  s , 

T.  Baby  Foods 

7 lbs . 

10  ozs. 

Froken  Food. 

357  Fkts, 

Sg-'flj^RAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 

Administrative  and  legal  difficulties  again  prevented  any  startling  progress 
in  the  implemenation  of  sewerage  schemes  during  the  year  and  the  Council  were  fully 
aware  of  the  many  frustrating  issues  which  were  encountered  by  the  Clerk  of  the 
Council,  Consulting  Engineers  and  the  Surveyor.  The  situation  improved  towards 
the  end  of  the  year  and  schemes  were  about  to  be  commenced  at  Rhydymain,  Mallwyd 
and  Aberangell.  The  acquisition  of  land  for  disposal  works  remained  at  a 
deadlock  in  Pennal  and  the  Talybont/Dyffryn  scheme  awaited  the  sanction  of  the 
Gwynedd  River  Board. 

The  serious  need  for  proper  sanitation  in  the  village  of  Corris  is  again 
emphasised.  Due  to  the  unsuitable  nature  of  the  village  is  has  not  been  possible 
even  to  provide  septic  tank  drainage  for  the  majority  of  houses.  The  lack  of 
sewerage  facilities  is  holding  up  the  improvement  of  houses  and  causing  gross 
pollution  of  watercourses  due  to  disposal  of  sullage  water  and  even  pail-closet 
contents. 

Fairbourne  become  the  cause  of  concern  during  the  year  due  to  overloading  of 
the  sewers  and  pumping  equipment  and  emergency  works  to  improve  the  situation  were 
commenced  in  November  1963 . 
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The  Council  have  the  following  major  schemes  in  various  stages  of 
iraplemenation 


Abe range 11 

Rhydymain 

Mallwyd 


Talybont 

Pennal 

Aberllefenni 


Pairbourne  Upper  and  Lower  Corris 

Art hog  Brithdir 

Friog 


WATER  SUPPLY 


All  villages  are  provided  with  a public  piped  supply  of  water  and  on  the 
whole  the  position  of  water  supply  in  the  district  can  be  considered  fairly 
satisfactory.  No  dro"ught  conditions  were  experienced  during  the  yea,r. 

The  Mawddach  Joint  Water  Scheme  resulted  in  the  relaying  of  the  trunk  main 
from  Llyn  Cynvch  tc  Dolgellau  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  whole  project  will 
be  implemented  without  delay  in  order  to  provide  adequate  supplies  of  water  t<> 
elevated  properties  in  the  Mawddach  Estuary,  Llanf achreth,  Tab-^r  and  Rhydymain 
areas. 

The  extension  of  the  Llanegryn  Water  Scheme  to  serve  Gwaelod  y Plwyf  Area 
was  completed  during  the  year  and  proved  to  be  of  considerable  benefit  to  a large 
farming  community  in  that  area. 

Sampling  and  Analysis 


Public  Supplies 

The  Council’s  Surveyor  arranged  for  regular  sampling  of  all  the  public  water 
supplies  during  the  year.  The  results  were  as  fcllows;- 

No.  of  Samples  taken  Satisfactory  Unsatisfactory 

79  58  21 

Private  Water  Supplies 

Due  to  Hill  Farming  and  Housing  Improvement  Schemes,  many  dwellings 
situated  outside  the  limits  of  the  public  water  supplies  have  been  provided 
with  satisfactory  private  water  supplies  derived  mainly  from  springs.  All 
proposed  private  supplies  are  sampled  for  bacteriological  analysis  and  advise 
is  given  on  sources  of  supply  and  protection  against  pollution.  Where  isolated 
and  sub-standard  dwellings  are  brought  into  re-use,  mainly  as  holiday  houses, 
an  approved  piped  supply  of  wholesome  watei  is  insisted  upon  before  occupation 
is  permitted, 

V/ater  analysis  results  were  as  fcllows:- 

No.  of  Samples  taken  Satisfactory  Unsatisfactory 

34  19  15 
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JOIHT  PESTS  COMITTEE  - RODENT  CONTROL 


It  is  apparent  from  the  statistics  attached  to  this  report  that  the  overall 
rodont  infestation  in  the  district  has  been  maintained  at  a reasonably  low  level 
during  the  year.  From  the  total  number  of  2,658  properties  (excluding  farms) 
in  the  local  authority  area,  only  297  (ll.lTo)  were  notified  as  being  infested 
by  rats  or  mice  and  from  the  total  of  559  farms.  111  (or  19«8^^)  were  found  tj  be 
similarly  infested.  In  fact,  there  was  a slight  increase  in  the  infestations 
found  in  non-agricultural  properties,  whilst  che  occurence  of  minor  infestations 
of  rodents  on  the  farms  showed  a marked  one  hundred  per  cent  increase  over  the 
previous  year.  Such  results  prove  the  importance  of  the  work  of  the  Joint 
Pests  Committee  and  illustrates  the  alarming  situation  that  could  very  rapidly 
arise  if  rodent  control  was  not  regularly  and  thoroughly  practised.  The 
statistics  also  indicate  once  again  that  routine  inspections  by  the  operator, 
reveal  by  far  the  greater  number  01  infestations;  of  the  total  number  of  kOQ 
infestations  found  during  the  year,  only  68  were  notified  by  the  public.  These 
figures  confirms  the  necessity  to  continue  this  very  important  public  health 
service  and  reaffirms  the  thoroughness  of  l^tr.  I.  !•  Jones,  your  Rodent  Operator. 

Many  infestations  of  ra+s  and  mice  can  be  prevented  if  trouble  is  taken  to 
cut  down  the  number  of  possible  places  where  they  can  lie-up  and  nest,  if  food 
is  kept  in  rat-proof  containers  and  if  food  refuse  is  placed  in  rat-proof  bins 
and  cleared  eften. 

No  statutory  n®tices  were  served  during  the  year  and  the  district  continued 
to  be  free  of  major  infestations. 

The  Council  discontinued  the  use  of  six  refuse  tips  at  the  end  of  the  year 
and  this  should  result  in  proper  controlled  tipping  methods  on  the  two  tips 
remaining  in  use  at  Rhoslefain  and  'Bontddu.  Ply  control  on  refuse  tips 
is  becoming  increasingly  important  and  the  operator  experienced  considerable 
difficulty  in  controlling  a major  infestation  at  Bontddu  tip  during  the 
summer  season. 

The  duties  of  the  operator  are  varied  and  a considerable  proportion  of 
his  timie  is  taken  up  dealing  with  complaints  of  fleas,  coekroaehes,  ants,  wasps  etc. 
The  work  calls  for  patience,  tact,  abtention  to  detail  and  ss’und  knowledge  of  the 
habits  of  vermin  and  technical  ability  to  destroy  them.  Mr.  I,  I.  Jones,  the 
Rodent  Operator,  has  displayed  all  these  qualities  and  it  is  to  his  entire 
credit  that  the  public  health  hazards  attached  to  the  field  of  rodent  and  pest 
control  are  kept  to  the  absolute  minimum. 


16 


TYPL 

OP  PROPERTY 

Non-Agricultural 

(1) 

Local 

Authority 

(2) 

Dwelling 

Houses 

(inc.  Council 
Houses) 

(3) 

All  Other 
(including 
Business 
Premises) 

(^) 

Total  of 
Cols,  (l) 
(2)  & (3) 

(5) 

Agricultural 

I. 

Number  of  prop- 
erties in  Local 
Authority’s 
District 

69 

2,253 

336 

2,658 

599 

II. 

Total  number  of 
properties  ins- 
pected  as  a 
result  of 
notification. 

24 

6 

30 

8 

Number  of  such 
properties  found 
to  be  infested 
bys- 

Common  Rat  Minor 

16 

4 

20 

8 

House  Mouse  Mnor 

8 

2 

10 

III. 

Total  number  of 
properties  ins- 
pected  in  the 
course  of  survey 
under  the  Act . 

59 

1,340 

217 

1,616 

312 

Number  of  such 
properties  found 
to  be  infested  bys 
Common  Rat  Minor 

35 

138 

63 

236 

99 

House  Mouse  Minor 

21 

10 

31 

4 

VI. 

Number  of  infes- 
ted  Properties 

35 

183 

79 

279 

111 

17 


) 
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